MDST 4500.02 Applied Research Project

Program in Media Studies

Guelph-Humber

Wednesdays 11:45—12:35

Room: Gh 326

Professor Mark Lipton

mark.lipton@uoguelph.ca

Office hours: by appointment only

via Skype: m.lipton

Course Description

The fourth year course in the Media Studies program provides students with an opportunity to explore an area of the field in an independent project. This course synthesizes both theoretical and practical learning acquired throughout the program and provides an opportunity for students to develop their portfolio in preparation for further studies or professional work. MDST*4500 involves students in the act of research inquiry; students pursue independent research under the supervision of the professor. To this end, students must accomplish the following tasks: reading and critiquing research literature, constructing and formatting a bibliography of sources in strict conformity with the Modern Languages Association (MLA) Handbook, creating a research proposal, and completing a polished research essay of between 15-20 pages (excluding bibliography).

Required Readings
There are no required texts. It is recommended that you acquire: 
MLA. MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers (Seventh Edition). New York: The Modern Languages Association, 2010.

Other online resources and/or readings along with evaluation instructions, guidelines, and explanatory information will be made available during class.

Tentative Seminar Discussion Schedule

September 7th: Introductions and Overview; Beginning your Research Project
September 14th: Conducting Research; Identifying Areas of Interest; Interest to Topic; Bibliography
September 21st: Reviewing Literature; Topic to Problem

September 28th: Tips for Writing Amazing Proposals

October 5th: Arguments; Evidence; Critique

October 12th: No Class

October 19th: Methods

October 26th: From Analysis to Synthesis

November 2nd: Renewed Library Research

November 9th: Writing Up Research Findings and Results

November 16th: Generating Conclusions

November 23rd: Course Reflection

Grade Determination

Active Engagement (Value 20%)
Class Participation, Demonstrated Peer-Review Workshops, Professor and Group Interactions, Final Reflection Letter

You are invited to attend class, actively participate, workshop your ideas and writing, interact with other members of seminar. In addition, I invite you to submit a final reflection letter with your final assignment outlining your accomplishments in this course. This letter must be submitted November 23rd. 

Assignment 1: Writing (Value: 20%)
Statement of Topic, Bibliography, Letter outlining your research direction 
This assignment is the preliminary statement of your proposed research topic (approx. 150 words) accompanied by a bibliography that includes at least 25 scholarly sources. The format of the topic statement will be discussed in-class and should be no more than a few sentences. The bibliographic entries should include a mixture of books, peer-reviewed journal articles, magazine and newspaper articles, and online resources. Non-peer-reviewed articles from the Web should be kept to a minimum. This is primarily a bibliography assignment and so careful attention to detail is expected. Collecting materials from the library and interlibrary loan may take about 10 days per order, so you should begin your research as soon as possible. NOTE: THIS IS NOT AN ANNOTATED BIBLIOGRAPHY. This assignment is due September 21st. 

Assignment 2: Writing (Value: 20%) 

A Research Proposal 
Students work towards a full research proposal comprising a complex Introduction, a brief Review of the Literature, a one-paragraph statement of Methodology, and a refined Bibliography. This assignment is your first articulation of the topic and it serves as a contract for your work during the semester. The proposal should be no more than 5 pages plus bibliography. This assignment is due October 5th. 

Assignment 3: Writing (Value 40%) 
A Review of Literature 

Your final essay will take the form of a Review of Literature and will be based on your established research proposal.  This paper demonstrates your ability to conduct independent research. All sources are to be documented and properly cited according to the MLA style guide. The final writing assignment must be 4,000 words in length (about 15 pages). The assignment is due on November 23rd. 
Nota Bene: All work must be submitted on paper at the beginning of the class session on the due date—unless you have a physician’s note or you have made prior arrangements with me. If an assignment is not turned in on the due date, the grade will be reduced by 5% on the day and by 2% for every day from then onward.  If you cannot avoid submitting your assignment late, you must make arrangements with me first. Do not simply drop your assignment in the drop box on the second floor in the Learning Commons as I may not know to pick it up. Additional details of all assignments and expectations will be discussed fully in the class. 

Learning Objectives
On completion of this course the student will be able to: (1) plan, execute, and complete a major research essay; (2) demonstrate awareness of current debates in media studies history and theory; (3) identify a research area within the field of media studies; (4) delineate the parameters of a focused and viable research topic; (5) situate your research in an ongoing conversation in the discipline; (6) develop an interdisciplinary methodological framework for a research study; (7) incorporate media theory and practice to produce in-depth analytical work; (8) write a proposal for a research project; (9) write an essay that displays knowledge of related research and uses a variety of media; (10) defend an argument and make revisions based on supervisor’s advice; (11) draw conclusions based on the implications of trends; and (12) complete a complex research essay to a high standard.

University of Guelph-Humber Academic Regulations

Academic Integrity / Academic Honesty

Academic misconduct is behaviour that erodes the basis of mutual trust on which scholarly exchanges commonly rest, undermines the University's exercise of its responsibility to evaluate students' academic achievements, or restricts the University's ability to accomplish its learning objectives.

The University takes a serious view of academic misconduct and will severely penalize students, faculty and staff who are found guilty of offences associated with misappropriation of others' work, misrepresentation of personal performance and fraud, improper access to scholarly resources, and obstructing others in pursuit of their academic endeavours. In addition to this policy, the University has adopted a number of policies that govern such offences, including the policies on Misconduct in Research and Scholarship and the Student Rights and Responsibilities regulations. These policies will be strictly enforced.

It is the responsibility of the University, its faculty, students and staff to be aware of what constitutes academic misconduct and to do as much as possible through establishment and use of policies and preventive procedures to limit the likelihood of offences occurring. Furthermore, individual members of the University community have the specific responsibility of initiating appropriate action in all instances where academic misconduct is believed to have taken place. This responsibility includes reporting such offences when they occur and making one's disapproval of such behaviour obvious.

University of Guelph-Humber students have the responsibility of abiding by the University's policy on academic misconduct regardless of their location of study; faculty, staff and students have the responsibility of supporting an environment that discourages misconduct. Students should also be aware that if they find their academic performance affected by medical, psychological or compassionate circumstances, they should inform the appropriate individuals,(instructors, Program Advisor) and follow the available procedures for academic consideration outlined in the University's calendar.

Students are encouraged to review the policy in the 2010-11 Academic Calendar at: http://www.uoguelph.ca/registrar/calendars/guelphhumber/current/c07/c07-amisconduct.shtml
Grading Procedures 

Feedback to students on work completed or in progress is an integral part of teaching and learning in that it allows students to measure their understanding of material and their progress toward achieving learning objectives.  Feedback often goes beyond grading and should be an indication of the standard a student has achieved and should to include comments on the particular strengths and weaknesses of a student’s performance.  While the nature and frequency of such feedback will vary with the course, the University of Guelph-Humber is committed to providing students with appropriate and timely feedback on their work.  Faculty members are urged to provide meaningful feedback (approximately 20% of the total course evaluation is the standard), prior to the 40th class day. This is the last day that students are permitted to drop classes without incurring any academic penalties.
Missed Final Exams / Deferred Privileges 

When students do not write a required final examination, complete a final assignment, or complete a work term report prior to the last class date, they must request Academic Consideration to be considered for a deferred privilege.  When granted, a deferred privilege allows a student the opportunity to complete the final course requirements after the end of the semester, but during established timelines. 

Please note that faculty members do not grant deferred privileges.  Faculty can only grant academic consideration for work that is due during the semester and cannot grant extensions beyond their deadline for submission of final grades.

The nature of the deferred privilege may take the form of either a deferred condition or a deferred examination.  The Admissions and Academic Review Sub-Committee grants deferred privileges on the basis of medical, psychological or compassionate consideration. Please see your Admission and Program advisor for details.
Accommodation Procedures

Students will identify themselves to Services for Students with Disabilities and, where required, provide appropriate documentation of their need. Where appropriate, students will inform individual instructors of their disabilities and academic accommodations required, by distributing the "SSD Memo to Faculty".

When students require test accommodations, they will:

· Remind instructors at least one week in advance of each test or as soon as possible, that they require test accommodations

· Book the test date and time in the SSD office or make the appropriate arrangements to write in the Test Centre at least one week in advance of each test, or as soon as possible. 

Students with special needs are accommodated through Humber ITAL Services for Students with Disabilities. Students should make themselves familiar with the policies relating to special accommodations by visiting the website at: http://studentservices.humberc.on.ca/ssd/pnp/fac_resp.htm.

It is the student’s responsibility to be familiar with the University’s policies and Academic Regulations.  These policies can be found at:

http://www.guelphhumber.ca/cstudents/policies/index.shtml 

PAGE  
4
MDST 4500 Applied Research Project 

Fall 2011 Dr. Mark Lipton

